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California Game Laws 

 
 California is blessed with many sporting opportunities, from 

steelhead, to ocean rockfish, to desert bighorn sheep, to migratory  

waterfowl. This buffet of opportunity requires many laws to regulate take 

to maintain these populations at a harvestable and sustainable size. Some 

of these laws can be a bit confusing and sometimes they may not even be 

on a hunters radar. Here are a couple that have confused waterfowlers in 

the past; transportation of game and baiting.  

If all goes well over a weekend (two shoot days), you have harvested 14 

birds, the current legal possession limit of ducks. But just having your 

license and those birds doesnôt mean you are legally transporting that 

game when heading home. Taken from14 CCR § 251.7,  ñAll birds, in-

cluding migratory game birds, possessed or transported within Califor-

nia must have a fully feathered wing or head attached until placed into 

a personal abode or commercial preservation facility or being prepared 

for immediate consumption. Doves must have a fully feathered wing at-

tachedò. In addition, ñNo person may possess any birds taken in this 

state in excess of the daily bag (7 ducks, etc.) and possession limits (14 

ducks, etc.). The exception to this is for the purpose of transportation, 

cleaning, storage (including temporary storage), shipment, or taxidermy 

services, where an individual may possess game birds taken by another 

hunter, provided that they are tagged by the hunter who has lawfully 

taken them. The tag must contain the hunter's name, address, hunting 

license number, kinds and numbers of game birds taken, date and loca-

tion of kill, and signature. This is both a State and Federal law. It is tradi-

tion for many clubs in the Marsh to have hanging sheds to temporarily 

store harvested birds before cleaning and/or weekend storage. Unless all 

birds are appropriately  tagged, a person standing in the shed can be held 

liable for the birds hanging in the shed. Another tradition for some clubs 

is the use of paraffin wax to pluck feathers. This method uses a commu-

nal cold water tank where birds are stored so that the wax can cool prior 

to plucking. Again, these birds are being temporarily stored and need to 

be tagged by the rightful owner before they leave the area if not present 

to retain possession. In short, to be safe, immediately tag all birds you 

harvest upon return to the clubhouse so you protect yourself and fellow 

members of your club.  

(see Game Laws on pg. 4) 

California Water Update 

 

 Despite a wet January, the 

state is still in a drought condition. 

Though October and January  

produced very wet conditions,  

November and December were dry 

and only produced 8.9 inches of 

rainfall (the seasonal average is 

14.7 inches). This is 60.5% of  

normal. 

 The three main reservoirs in 

the Sacramento valley (Shasta, 

Oroville, and Folsom) only gained 

23%, 6%, and 9%, respectively, in 

January. That puts water storage in 

those reservoirs at 64%, 35%, and 

35% respectively. Both Oroville 

and Folsom reservoirs will fill 

more with the spring snow melt but 

relying on run off to fill these lakes 

will be a tall order. We still NEED 

above average precipitation for the 

next three months. 

 So what does this mean for 

the spring water management sea-

son? Currently, higher river  

outflows have greatly decreased 

salinities throughout the Marsh. 

River outflows have been holding 

pretty steady, but if no substantial 

rain follows up soon, salinities are 

expected to increase rapidly. Initial 

leach cycles should already have 

begun, but if you haven't it is 

strongly suggested to start leaching 

and take advantage of the current 

fresh conditions. 
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Editorial  

By Tony Arnold, SRCD Associate Director 

 

Birthing of a Duck Hunter  

 Last summer I was broken in as a Hunter Education instructor, 

learning from two real pros, Jim and Janice Goodman.  One 13-year-

old student, Jake Leonard, made an early impression on me by being 

the first to give the right answer to a "trap" question designed to 

smoke out those who had failed to pay enough attention to safety es-

sentials. 

 On the spot, I offered him a youth shoot day at our Suisun 

Marsh club as a reward, and he accepted.  But both Jake's father, Jim, 

and his 11-year-old brother, Jerry, were also taking the course, so I 

included them in the package - providing they all passed the exam.  A 

second club member agreed to be Jerry's mentor. (Jim, of course, was 

out of the running for the Youth Shoot part, but it was in everyone's 

interest to have him along to see what it was all about.) 

 To my huge relief, all three passed the test, and by the time the 

Youth Shoot weekend was upon us, they'd gone out together on one 

hunt in the Central Valley, the first experience any of them had had.  

They'd brought home no ducks, but at least gotten their waders wet. 

 Still, I had more than a few serious concerns about the project. 

 -  Our marsh had not been productive as the season wound 

down and steady rains washed the ducks right out of it.  Would we 

even see any ducks? 

 - The boys had done well on the tests, but still needed to learn 

basic hunting techniques. 

 - Mentors whose advance in years are matched by retreats in 

their vision, hearing, and just the energy needed to reach the blind 

make lousy guides. That's me, all of them. 

 We had a rocky start as I had to dissuade Jake from wearing a 

brightly rainbow-colored beanie as his headgear of choice, and to per-

suade him to don a dirty old face mask instead. 

 Then, sure enough, the early shooting hours revealed no ducks 

but only more weeping skies. When birds did begin to fly, my eyes 

weren't picking them up in time to give Jake enough warning.  He 

himself at first had no concept of range, and by the time he felt his 

shotgun was pointed about right to pull the trigger, the target bird was 

well out of range and likely out of earshot. (I remember seeing my 

own son do the same 40 years ago - heck, tack on another 30 years 

and I remember doing it myself.) I explained all this but felt I was not 

getting through. 

 But then a pair of gadwalls began to work our decoys and fi-

nally sailed into range on set wings.  Jake obscured my view (he is 

one BIG 13-year-old!), so I didn't at first see the hen start to fall, but 

my black lab Shade did and was off like a shot.  She caught up with 

and chased down that hen in some concealing pickleweed, then 

brought it back at a gallop with a big grin.  

                                                                         (see Editorial on pg. 5) 
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Creation of New ñAnimal Protection Caucusò 
 In an apparent attempt to emulate the success of the California Outdoor Sporting Caucus (which 

COHA and CWA helped to create and continue to strongly support), animal rights groups have convinced 

members of the State Legislature to create their own Caucus formed solely to push an animal rights agenda.  

According to a press release issued by the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), the new "Animal 

Protection Caucus" - co-chaired by Senator Dean Florez (D-Shafter), Senator Tony Strickland (R-Thousand 

Oaks), Assembly Member Cameron Smyth (R-Santa Clarita), and Assembly Member Pedro Nava (D-Santa 

Barbara) - will serve to highlight important issues affecting animals and to educate legislators and their staff on 

the need for "sensible" animal protection legislation.   

  This bold move by certain members of the California Legislature and the animal rights community 

clearly demonstrates their focus on California and their increased priority of passing legislation in our state 

that directly challenges hunting and science-based wildlife conservation.   

 Immediately after the media releases regarding the new Caucus hit the street, the office of Assembly co

-chair, Cameron Smyth, contacted COHA requesting that COHA meet with him to discuss the Caucus.  COHA 

is schedule to meet with Smyth in mid February. 

 

2010/2011 State Budget 

 Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has released his proposed FY 2010/2011 State Budget proposal, 

which seeks to close a massive $21 billion dollar deficit. To help bridge the budget shortfall, Governor 

Schwarzenegger is proposing to raid hunting and fishing program funding by $5 million dollars.   

 On February 3, 2010, COHA staff provided testimony to the Senate Budget Committee in opposition to 

the Governor's proposal to raid $5 million dollars from hunting and fishing programs within the Department of 

Fish and Game.  Following public comment the Committee Chair, State Senator Ducheny (D-San Diego), in-

structed the Department of Fish and Game and the Department of Finance to work with COHA and others, to 

identify possible cuts that do not impact programs supported by hunting license and tag fees.  COHA is 

pleased to provide the Committee with other solutions to the budget shortfall. 

 The Governorôs budget package also again seeks to eliminate nearly all state funding for the William-

son Act, a program that currently protects 16.4 million acres of farm ground - including wildlife-friendly agri-

cultural lands such as flooded rice and corn fields leased for hunting - from conversion to non-agricultural 

uses. The 42-year-old program gives farmers a tax break in return for them agreeing to not develop their prop-

erty, typically for a 10 year period. The state funding consists of subventions to local counties to reimburse 

them for lost tax revenue. Without the state subventions, most counties would simply not participate in what 

has proven to be one of California's most successful land conservation programs.  Again this year, COHA is 

working with a broad coalition of other groups to restore funding for the Act. 

  The Governor's budget proposal must now go to the State Legislature for consideration, with the inten-

tion being for the Governor and the Legislature to reach agreement on the final budget prior to the beginning 

of the new state fiscal year on July 1st, 2010. California Outdoor Heritage Alliance (COHA) staff will be ac-

tively engaged throughout the Legislature's review of the budget package to minimize cuts to these important 

programs. 

 (see COHA   on pg. 4)  
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(Game Laws from pg. 1) 

 

(Side note-hunters must carry their own birds when returning from the pond. Hunters should not comingle 

their ducks while in the blind or on a duck strap).  

 Another issue that has a few gray areas is the issue of baiting. A baited area is defined (50 CFR 20.11) 

by the Fish and Wildlife Service as ñéany area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, exposed, 

deposited, distributed, or scattered, if that salt, grain, or other feed could serve as a lure or attraction for  

migratory game birds to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area will  

remain a baited area for ten days following the complete removal of all such salt, grain, or other feed.ò.  

California defines (Title 14 Ä 257.5) a baited area as ñ...any area where shelled, shucked or unshucked corn, 

wheat or other grains, salt, or other feed whatsoever capable of luring, attracting, or enticing such birds or 

mammals is directly or indirectly placed, exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, and such area shall 

remain a baited area for ten days following complete removal of all such corn, wheat or other grains, salt, or 

other feed.ò.  In short, throwing grain on your pond bottoms before flood up is baiting and illegal. There is no 

confusion here. Things might get more confusing if you are planting for habitat (i.e. watergrass) in your pond 

bottoms. The FWS makes an exception for areas such as ñStanding crops or flooded standing crops (including 

aquatics); standing, flooded, or manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands; or lands or 

areas where seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting,  

harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practiceò. The FWS defines natural  

vegetation as ñé any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a site in response to 

planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. The term natural vegetation does not include planted  

millet. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years after the year of planting is  

considered natural vegetationò and manipulation as the ñalteration of natural vegetation or agricultural 

crops by activities that include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping,  

trampling, flattening, burning, or herbicide treatmentsé.ò (50 CFR § 20.20).  

 There is a large interest in growing crop plants, such as millet or corn or other highly desirable seed 

bearing moist soil plants such as watergrass to attract ducks. These plants do not occur naturally in the Suisun 

Marsh, but in many cases, have been naturalized (returned naturally the following year after planting). If your 

area is successful at growing any planted seed such as the types mentioned above, you cannot manipulate it in 

any way until it has naturalized.  

 Another confusing issue is when is it acceptable to plant wetland seeds for habitat?  Any seed planting 

needs to be done during the Spring. Any seeds planted (planted means seeded and harrowed in the ground) in 

your pond bottom directly before fall flood up is NOT a normal agricultural planting or normal soil stabiliza-

tion method. Though the intent is to provide habitat for migrating birds the following spring and summer, it is 

considered placement of  feed capable of luring, attracting, or enticing birds. 

(COHA  from pg. 3) 

 

 On a related note, the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Com-

mittee has also invited COHA to speak at a hearing the week of February 

8th regarding the future of the Department.  COHAôs testimony will focus 

on 1) ensuring that DFG uses hunting-related monies, particularly stamp 

and tag monies, for their intended game species and hunting purposes; 2) 

the critical role of partnerships with nonprofits and landowners to DFGôs 

wildlife conservation mission; 3) the increasing need to secure cheap and 

reliable supplies of water for waterfowl and other wildlife; and 4) the 

need for greater enforcement of our fish and game laws. 

Solano County Grants Update - 

$200,000 Available!! 

 

 The Solano County Parks 

and Recreation Board has ap-

pointed a new Ad Hoc committee.  

One of this committeeôs first pri-

orities was to review and re-

structure the grant application 

package and evaluation process.  

 

         (see County Grant on pg.6)                                                                                                             



5 

Volunteers Help Complete Major LJI Project 

 

 All of us at SRCD would like to say a special thank you to the 

following volunteers for their help on the Lower Joice Island Equipment 

Shelter project: 

 
Frank Billeci (wall framing)         Chris Rowland (wall framing) 

Greg Stagnito (truss installation, roofing)    Brian Cagle (roofing) 

Wynne Herron (wall framing)                     Josh Hunt (wall framing) 

Mike Piela (truss installation)                      Terry Piland (electrical)                             

Mike Tikalsky (truss installation, roofing)   Bart Price (siding donation) 

Mike Kelly (setting columns in place)         Rob Tyrer (roofing, plumbing) 

 

 Most landowners in the Marsh probably have the same issue; we 

all have a very long wish list of projects that need to get done but little 

time and money to do them.  The SRCD is no different in respect to its 

ownership of Lower Joice Island.  Larger projects on the wish list donôt 

get done as fast as weôd like to see them get done. 

 Happily, one major project did get done in 2009 thanks to a great 

group of volunteers partnering with SRCD staff. 

 Over time, large equipment (tractors and implements) has suf-

fered from the effects of the harsh Suisun environment by sitting out in 

the sun and rain 365 days a year.  ñIt sure would be niceò, weôd say, ñto 

have an equipment shelter to store the equipment inò.  A shelter would 

help protect the equipment from the effects of weather, reduce mainte-

nance costs, and keep everything looking better. Once permits were in 

place, materials were transported and stockpiled on the construction site 

and a work schedule was set. 

 As evidenced by the photos, this was a fairly large project to at-

tempt without construction equipment for lifting the trusses in to place.  

So, it got done the old-fashioned way and the materials needed for all 

the overhead construction got hoisted up by hand. 

As you can see in the completed photo, the shelter came out sturdy and 

looks great! 

Once again, we are grateful to all the men that worked hard on this     

project. 

(Editorial  from pg. 2) 

 

"MY FIRST DUCK!!," yelled Jake, 

and suddenly nothing else mattered 

a bit. 

 I brought Jim out to be with 

Jake while I got breakfast started, 

and darned if Jake didn't bring 

down a second bird.  But I had 

Shade with me, and that one got 

away. 

 All this time Jerry, strug-

gling with the same problems as 

Jake, had found no way around 

them, yet still had fun. 

 In the end the day provided 

us with some huge pluses: 

 - Training in detailed game 

processing (plucking as well as 

complete innards removal) 

 - Bird identification and ap-

preciation (even a hen gadwall has 

beauty) 

 - Vivid illustration of a re-

triever's value (is there a lab in the 

Leonard family's future?) 

 - Best of all, creation of at 

least one and probably three new, 

confirmed duck hunters. 

 The future of hunting de-

pends on the Jakes, Jims and Jerries 

of this world.  We need to make 

more of them.  

SRCD Searching for New         

Associate Directors 

 The SRCD is currently re-

cruiting new Associate Directorôs.  

Associate Directors support mem-

bers of the Board of Directors and 

staff with special projects and pro-

vide input on SRCD discussions 

and decisions. Desirable candidates 

should have a working knowledge 

of the Marsh and be willing to at-

tend the monthly Board meetings, 

which occur the second Wednesday 

of every month. This is a volunteer 

position. If you have any interest 

please contact Steve Chappell at 

707-425-9302 
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Phragmites Control Program Requirements 

 

 In 2001, the SRCD started a program to help Suisun Marsh land-

owners control Phragmites on their property.  This program has been 

very successful over the years and we have seen improved habitat as the 

result of controlling Phragmites.  This program helps landowners defray 

some of the herbicide costs and helps streamline the required permitting 

and reporting to the Solano County Department of Agriculture.  In May 

of each year landowners should receive a letter describing the Phrag-

mites program and program application (also available at suisunrcd.org).  

This application is due back to SRCD in early June.  There are two parts 

to this program, the aerial spraying portion and the hand application por-

tion.  In both parts of the program, the landowners receive a cost share 

on the purchase of the herbicide.  The SRCD obtains the required 

chemical use permit from the Solano County Department of Agriculture 

and also purchases the herbicide for distribution to the landowners.  For 

the aerial portion of this program we contract with an aerial applicator to 

apply the herbicide.  

 There are requirements that the landowners must follow in order 

to participate in this program.  To participate in the aerial spraying por-

tion, the landowner must provide a detailed property map with the loca-

tions of the stands of Phragmites clearly marked as well as the total 

number of acres to be treated.  Since this acreage is an estimate the land-

owner can set a maximum amount of money they are willing to spend, 

thereby assuring cost control.  For the hand application portion of this 

program, the landowner needs to submit how much herbicide they will 

need as well as whether they need it for aquatic or terrestrial application.  

 The biggest requirement for landowners wanting to participate in 

the hand application program is that they must report every month to 

SRCD on the amount of herbicide they used or did not use.  So even if 

they did not use any herbicide in that month, they still need to report that 

fact to SRCD monthly. All reporting needs to be to us no later than the 

9th of the month , so if five gallons of herbicide were used in February, 

(or zero gallons were used) we would need to be notified no later than 

March 9th.  All of this reporting is vital to the continuation of the Phrag-

mites program, and is required by the permit that SRCD holds through 

the Solano County Department of Agriculture. 

Suisun Marsh Burn Season  
  

The Suisun Marsh spring marsh 

burn season will begin on March 1 

and end on April 15.  This is a 

change from past years when the 

spring burn season started February 

1 and ended March 31. Applica-

tions are available at the SRCD 

website at www.suisunrcd.org. 

Please remember the following 

procedures: 

 

1. Submit a smoke management 

plan (SMP) to DFG at Grizzly 

Island.  After DFG certification 

your SMP will be forwarded to 

the Bay Area Air Quality Man-

agement District (BAAQMD). 

2. Wait for notice of approval of 

your SMP by BAAQMD. 

3. Obtain a burn permit from your 

local fire protection district. 

4. Notify BAAQMD by noon the 

day before an intended burn. 

5. Call BAAQMD on the morning 

of the burn to request final ap-

proval and a burn allocation. 

6. Notify Solano Dispatch of your 

intent to burn. 

7. Report the actual amount of 

acres burned to BAAQMD by 

the following day. 

 Be sure to have all neces-

sary man power and fire fighting 

materials on hand. The SRCD has 

drip torches available for use. Have 

a safe spring burn season! 

(County Grants from pg. 4) 

 

The Solano County Parks and Recreation Board subsequently approved the Ad Hoc committee recommenda-

tion and application package 

 The next step is approval from the Solano County Board of Supervisors. It is anticipated that the Board 

will review and approve the package at the Tuesday, March 2, 2010 Board Meeting. County staff is currently 

creating a timeline for application availability, workshop dates, and review period, etc. 

 It is anticipated that the new application will be available at the March 11 Parks and Recreation Com-

mission meeting. Please call your Water Manager if you have any questions or may want to apply at 707-426-

2431 (ex 300 for Orlando, 301 for Tim, and 302 for Jeremy). 
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The Good Old Dayôs 
Tim Edmunds - Water Manager 

 

 On a site visit at the Bent Barrel Duck Club not too long ago, a piece duck hunting history was brought 

to my attention. I was talking with Al Renker (an owner of Bent Barrel) when he tossed an object over to me 

and asked if I  knew what this was?  I replied that it looked like a small anchor, to which he replied what kind 

of anchor?  He proceeded to tell me that it was an anchor used for live duck decoys that he had obtained, and it 

came with this little story: 

 ñThis is a 7x9 picture of my uncle feeding some corn to his English Callers (mallards) circa 1935-36 

when live decoys were legal in Minnesota.  He would use 5, 2 on strings and let the other 3 swim free.  He said 

they did bring in the ducks.  On cold windy days when they would pick them up at the end of the day, they 

would jump into the boat and hide under the hunting coatôs to get out of the weather.  He never lost any of 

them.  The only time he worried about them was one time one of them got up and flew over another set of de-

coys but luckily they didnôt shoot and he came right back and set with the other decoys again.  That was the 

only close call he had using live decoys.ò You could say that these live decoys were the first MoJo decoys.  

CWA/SRCD NAWCA Grant Update 

 
 California Waterfowl and SRCD 

have been working together to develop a 

new North American Wetland Conserva-

tion Act (NAWCA) grant for Suisun 

Marsh.  After the application deadline in  

January, conversations with landowners 

and site visits across the Marsh, 25 private 

clubs were selected to be included in the 

grant application that is due in early 

March.  Of these 25 clubs, 5 have never 

participated in a NAWCA grant be-

fore.  State lands that were also included in 

the application include the Gold Hills Unit, 

Island Slough WA, Joice Island WA, and 

Grizzly Island WA.  If funded, this $1-

million grant will help enhance over 9,000 

acres of managed wetlands across Suisun 

Marsh in 2011 and 2012 work seasons. 

 

(Upper Left) the anchor obtained by Al Renker.  

(Right, Top to bottom) Man using the weight on a live duck. 

Order form for parts, plus diagram for use. Live decoy leg 

holds. 


